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SUB J : TRUDEAU ON QUEBEC AND WASHINGTON VISIT 

1 . SUMMARY. TRUDEAU IS STILL HESITATING BETWEEN A PASSING 
REFERENCE TO QUEBEC IN HIS SPEECH TO THE CONGRESS, 

AND MORE FORTHRIGHT TREATMENT. HE CONFIRMS HE WILL RAISE THE 
ISSUE WITH THE PRESIDENT IN PRIVATE, AND WOULD APPRECIATE PUBLIC 
REFERENCE BY THE PRESIDENT TO A "VIGOROUS, STRONG CANADIAN 
FEDERATION" AS IMPORTANT TO THE U.S. 

END SUMMARY. 

2. LUNCHED WITH TRUDEAU AT HIS HOUSE FEBRUARY 11. HIS 
FOREIGN POLICY ADVISOR IVAN HEAD AND EXTERNAL AFFAIRS 
UNDER-SECRETARY ROBINSON ALSO PRESENT. 

3. TRUDEAU OPENED BY ASKING HOW HE SHOULD HANDLE THE 
QUEBEC ISSUE IN HIS SPEECH TO CONGRESS. I ANSWERED 

THAT FAILURES OF TWO RECENT CANADIAN VISITORS TO THE STATES 
(QUEBEC PREMIER LEVESQUE AND INDUSTRY AND TRADE MINISTER CHRETIEN) 

MIGHT BE GUIDE. LEVESQUE HAD TRIED TO AROUSE AMERICAN SYMPATHY 
FOR SEPARATISM, AND HAD RUN INTO A FEDERALIST BACKLASH. CHRETIEN 
HAD TRIED TO REASSURE AMERICAN AUDIENCES THAT EVERYTHING IS 
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OK, AND INSTEAD HAD CONVINCED THEM THE CANADIAN GOVERNMENT 
DOESN'T KNOW HOW MUCH TROUBLE IT'S IN. I SUGGESTED THAT TRUDEAU 
BE FORTHRIGHT ABOUT THE SERIOUSNESS OF THE CHALLENGE, LET 
AMERICANS KNOW WHAT HE IS DOING TO MAKE FEDERATION WORK 
(BILINGUALISM, FEDERAL/PROVINCIAL RELATIONS), AS WELL AS 
PROJECT CONFIDENCE THAT CANADA WILL HOLD TOGETHER. 
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4. TRUDEAU REPLIED FIRST THAT SUCH AN APPROACH WOULD 
PUT HIM IN THE POSITION OF RESPONDING TO LEVESQUE, THEN 
ADMITTED THAT WHETHER HE LIKED IT OR NOT LEVESQUE HAS ALREADY 
"SET HIM UP". DIFFICULTY, HE SAID. IS TO GET THE RIGHT MIDDLE 
GROUND. IF YOU TRY TO BE REASSURING AND SAY THAT EVERYTHING 
WILL COME OUT ALL RIGHT. NO ONE IN CANADA MAKES ANY SACRI- 
FICE. IF YOU CRY ALARM, THE REACTION IS THAT IF THINGS ARE SO 
BAD WHY NOT SPLIT UP FIRST AND NEGOTIATE AFTERWARDS. 

MOREOVER THE REACTION OF THE FRENCH AND ENGLISH CONSTITUENCIES 
WOULD BE VERY DIFFERENT: FORMER IS "ALL VISCERAL", LATTER 
"CEREBRAL." TRUDEAU SAID THAT HE HAS BEGUN TO DESPAIR 

OF GETTING THROUGH TO EITHER. FRENCH NATIONALISTS EXALT 
"BLOOD B ROTHERHOOD " O VER ALL ELSE, WEST EXALTS INDIVIDUAL 
SELF-INTEREST. BUT MAYBE, TRUDEAU CONCLUDED, "THEY WILL 
HEAR ME WHEN I SPEAK TO THEM FROM WASHINGTON." 

5. TRUDEAU CONFIRMED HIS WILLINGNESS TO RAISE THE QUEBEC 
ISSUE HIMSELF IN PRIVATE CONVERSATION WITH THE PRESIDENT. 

HE WOULD ALSO WELCOME A STATEMENT BY THE PRESIDENT IN HIS 
TOAST REFERRING TO THE IMPORTANCE TO THE U.S. OF A "VIGOROUS. 

STRONG, CANADIAN FEDERATION," BUT AGREED THAT AT 

THIS STAGE THE WORD "UNITED" SHOULD BE LEFT OUT. 

6. AT ONE POINT TRUDEAU SAID HE HAD HEARD THAT WHILE A 

MEMBER OF THE STATE DEPARTMENT POLICY PLANNING STAFF BRZEZINSKI HAD 
WRITTEN A PAPER PREDICTING THE "INEVITABILITY" OF QUEBEC SEPAR- 
ATION. IF THAT WERE SO, WHY STRUGGLE OVER IT? MAYBE THE "BLOOD 
BROTHERHOOD "WAS DESTINED TO TRIUMPH OVER REASON, AND IN 
THE END "THE U.S. TO GET ITS LAND BRIDGE TO ALASKA." 
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7. COMMENT: MEETING, WHICH TRUDEAU SAID HE ARRANGED 
"TO PICK MY BRAINS," WAS EXCEPTIONALLY CORDIAL. BUT 
THROUGHOUT TRUDEAU DISPLAYED HIS AMBIVALENCE ABOUT LONG- 
TERM U.S. INTENTIONS TOWARD CANADA. I REPEATEDLY PREDICTED 
TO HIM THAT HE WILL FIND AMERICANS TO BE FEDERALISTS IN 
THEIR VIEW OF CANADA BY BELIEF AS WELL AS BY INTEREST. HE 
WOULD LIKE TO BELIEVE IT BUT SOMEHOW CAN'T FULLY. 

10. STRONG STATEMENT BY THE PRESIDENT IN PRIVATE 
CONVERSATION OF U.S. SUPPORT FOR A UNITED CANADA SEEMS 
ALL THE MORE IMPORTANT. 

ENDERS 
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